Increasing the number of lungs available for transplantation.
Lung transplantation has become a standard treatment for patients with a broad spectrum of end stage lung diseases. Despite this success, many patients die on the waiting list while waiting for appropriate lungs to become available. This review describes the current strategies aimed at addressing this shortage of lungs, as well as summarizing potential future directions in the field. They include efforts to: 1) increase the number of organ donors by legislative action, and education of the public; 2) optimize the management of deceased, potential organ donors; 3) implement optimal criteria to determine organs suitable for transplantation; 4) use ex vivo reconditioning of lungs; and 5) develop xenotransplantation.